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84.    Upon this subject it will be observed that the military estab-
lishment we have directed for the other settlements make no provision
for an establishment at Fort Marlborough.   In our letter of the  nth
April last we intimated to you our determination of reducing the Presi-
dency of Bencoolen to a Residency in like manner as it was from the
year 1754 to 1759, and to place it under your Government.   We further
direct   that   whatever   military   establishment   may  be  necessary   to  be
stationed there shall be a detachment from your army, and in all respects
form a part of it.

85.    Every circumstance indicates the propriety of this arrangement,
and our attention has been in a peculiar manner called to it by an appli-
cation of the loth August 1784, made to us by our officers on the Ben-
coolen  establishment,   the   grounds   of  which   appear   to   be  perfectly
wairanted, and it does not occur to us that any such radical remedy can
be applied to their complaints as  by  the  arrangement  we have  now
suggested.   We transmit to you a copy of their representation,

86.    We  have  been  advised  that  one  company  of  artillery,   two
companies of European infantry and four companies of native infantry
would be a proper establishment to be stationed at Fort Marlborough,
and if you are of opinion that the army we have directed to be kept up
under your establishment will not admit of so large a detachment from
it, consistently with the safety of our provinces, we authorize you to make
an addition to the Bengal establishment, as above directed, to the extent
of what may be necessary for the Fort Marlborough detachment.

87.    In reducing your army to the establishment now prescribed by
us we are aware that there must be a considerable number of super-
numerary officers of different ranks.   We lament the loss of the service
of so many able and gallant officers and shall take the earliest opportunity
which offers of restoring them to it.   In the mean time we direct that
all European officers who may fall under the reduction be allowed the
half pay of their respective ranks and be permitted to return home to
their native country, where they shall enjoy that allowance until the
opportunities offer of restoring them to full pay on the establishment.

With regard to native officers we think it improper to permit
them to be disbanded from our service upon such terms as may leave them
any temptation to betake themselves to any other service; possessed as
they are of military skill and discipline acquired in our army, we think
a temporary expense, though considerable, well bestowed to prevent such
an evil. We therefore direct you to retain them upon full pay and to
take the earliest opportunity of restoring them to their former situations.
Perhaps some of these native officers may wish to be provided for by an
allotment of waste lands at Boglepore, upon the same terms as the in-
valided officers, if so, we think it would be a very unexceptionable mode
of providing for them and we suggest it for your consideration.